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TRAINER NOTES USE OF LANGUAGE EXERCISE

Title


Terminology – Being Politically Correct

Aim
Raise awareness of the importance of languages in a diverse setting.


Over attention to P.C. Language can be detrimental

Group
Any

Material needed
None

Duration
30 to 45 min

Description
A. Introduction


The trainer explains the importance and value of words when working with disabilities. This question is all the more sensitive when dealing with a topic which is closely linked to people’s identities. To introduce a reflection on words and their power, we are going to listen to a story, then do a related exercise.


B Story reading

1. The trainer reads the story of Red Riding Hood adapted from Politically Correct Bedtime Stories by James Finn Garner. Copyright 1994 by James Finn Garner. Published by Macmillan Publishing USA.

2. After the reading, the trainer invites the participants to exchange on the story and on political correctness.

C Exercise-The group is divided in 5 subgroups counting 1 to 5. The trainer gives the instructions: each group is to come up with the wildest / craziest politically correct term for a term they are being given in a small paper in 10 minutes.

· Vision Impaired

· Wheelchair user

· Person with mental health issues.

2. Preparation time

3. Each group presents their expression.

4. At the end, the trainer starts a short discussion on Political correctness, understanding that the PC expressions can never been PC enough and are long and boring. Trying to be PC all the time can be detrimental to real communication.
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